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Good evening everyone.  In partnership with the Town of Tewksbury, TEC is pleased to welcome everyone here tonight as we discuss the future of pedestrian mobility within the Town.  First off, I’d like to introduce our project team:  Michelle Fiorello, Rebecca Clark, and myself - Eric Paquette.  As background, we’re not just another engineering firm hired to conduct a study.  The three of us all grew up in Tewksbury so we each have strong personal connections with this Town.  We truly care about making Tewksbury a more walkable community and hope the potential ideas contributed by all of you in the audience tonight can make a positive impact.
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As an overview of our presentation, we’ll be discussing the background of pedestrian mobility efforts within the Town; highlighting the existing pedestrian infrastructure; outlining goals and objectives for improving pedestrian mobility; conducting a survey and interactive workshops to gain input from all of you in the audience this evening; discussing potential projects suggested during the workshops; and, finally, providing a quick recap of the night’s events.
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TEW KSBURY 2037 COMMUNITY VISION PLAN
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Based on responses from resident survey
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TEC reviewed feedback recently provided by residents for Tewksbury’s 2037 Community Vision Plan.  This word cloud depicts the words included most-often in the resident responses.  The bigger and bolder the word, the more often it appeared in the compiled resident feedback.  As you can see, “sidewalks” appeared more than any other word in the resident feedback, indicating its high importance within the Town.
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From the word cloud, TEC developed a vision statement that weaves together some of the major themes evident in the resident responses:  “connecting the community with local businesses, schools, and recreation areas through increased walkability”.  AKA:  more sidewalks.


EXISTING
INFRASTRUCTURE
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Before creating a set of recommendations, TEC conducted multiple site visits to better understand the existing pedestrian infrastructure throughout the Town; including:  sidewalk availability and condition and crosswalk locations.



PEDESTRIAN MOBILITY
DEFICIENCIES

 Fragmented sidewalk netw ork
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* Lack of sidewalks on major corridors

» Difficulty traveling from Point A to
Point B

« Sidewalk locations are inconsistent - -

switch from one side of road to other Lm0 =

« Unsafe crossing high-volume / = G
roadways il -
* Inability to access existing sidew alks /J‘*

» Deteriorating sidewalk conditions
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Assessing the Town’s existing sidewalk network identified the following deficiencies.  Many of the sidewalk networks are fragmented with significant gaps between sections of existing sidewalk.  This makes it difficult for residents to travel safely from Point A to Point B as pedestrians are forced to walk carefully along the roadway shoulders.  There is also an inconsistency in sidewalk location along the major corridors.  Sidewalks switch sides of the roadway fairly frequently, requiring pedestrians to cross these high-volume corridor multiple times.  If you’ve ever tried to turn left on Main Street during rush hour, you can imagine how difficult it is for pedestrians to cross.
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W ALK SCORE =49
“CAR DEPENDENT"

On a scale of 0 - 100, Tewksbury scores
49, indicating most errands require the
use of an automobile.

Source: W alk Score - October 26,2017
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All of these factors result in the Town of Tewksbury receiving a Walk Score of 49 out of 100 and a label of “car dependent”.  A Walk Score is a national index calculated for cities and town across the United States which assesses the ease and ability of residents to walk instead of using a vehicle for activities such as going out to eat, seeing a movie, commuting to work, etc.  For Tewksbury, the Walk Score indicates that most errands require the use of an automobile.  The Walk Score methodology was developed by leading academic researchers and is often embraced by real estate professionals as a quality of life indicator and used a marketable tool for home sales.
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Now that we have a better understanding of the way things are, we’d like to shift our focus to how things could be and ought to be based on the Town’s Community Vision Plan.


TYPES OF PROJXECTS

Points of Interest

Constructing sidew alks to popular
destinations

Eliminating Gaps

Uninterrupted sidewalk presence from
Point A to Point B

Main Roadways

e.g. Shawsheen, W hipple, Pleasant,
Chandler, etc.

Loops

Continuous circuits for improved
recreational use
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Photo:  9-11 Memorial at Tewksbury Public Library

Continuing on the overall theme of improved walkability resulting from the word cloud, we identified four key criteria to consider when selecting types of new sidewalk projects.  These include points of interest (constructing sidewalks to destinations which residents would be inclined to walk); eliminating gaps in the sidewalk network (making sure residents can easily travel from Point A to Point B without interruption); main roadways (increasing sidewalk presence along major commuter roadways); and loops (connecting existing sidewalk segments into continuous circuits for better recreational use).


GOALS

Increase
Connectivity

Connect fragmented
segments of existing
sidewalk for better
usability

Recreation

Promote outdoor
exercise (walking,

jogging, running)

Access to
Destinations

Provide walkable
routes to popular
municipal & commercial
destinations

Safety

Reduce the potential
for accidents with
motorized vehicles
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With those attributes in mind, we established four goals:  improving connectivity by connecting fragmented sections of existing sidewalk; providing walkable routes to popular destinations within Town; promoting outdoor exercise via sidewalks and trails; and increasing safety by giving walkers their own right-of-way outside of the vehicular roadway.
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Now that you’ve seen 10 potential projects, we’d like to get your input.  We’ll be breaking up into four groups to begin an active discussion to gauge your feedback on the potential projects, help us determine the order of importance for which projects should be constructed first, and to learn what other roadways you think would benefit from sidewalks.
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POTENTIAL PROJECTS

Table 2
Foster Road Pike Street
Whipple Road Rogers Street
Livingston Street N. Billerica Rd.
Main Street Bridge Street
Shawsheen Street Maple Street
South Street East Street
Pleasant Street
Chandler Street
- Trull Road

" Fiske Street
North Street
Colonial Drive

Kendall Road


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo:  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo:  


pedestrian friendly, one
sidewalk at a time.
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